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SECOND PRELIMINARY AMENDMENT 


Prior to its initial review, kindly amend the above-identified application as follows: 


IN THE CLAIMS: 


Kindly amend Claim 22 as follows: 


22. (Amended) An image coding apparatus comprising: 

a bit plane generator (303) dividing unitary image data into a plurality of bit planes 
determined depending upon the number of bits forming each pixel, 


